
DIALYSIS CENTER IS TREATING
PATIENTS
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Still waiting for CMS accreditation before seeing those
on Medicare, Medicaid
The Fresenius Kidney Care Dialysis Center in Lamesa is open and accepting and
treating patients who have commercial health insurance.

However, clients who rely on Medicare and Medicaid to pay for their healthcare
may need to wait until the center is certified for Medicare and Medicaid Services
(CMS).

There is typically a period between the opening of a clinic and the Centers for
Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) survey and certification, according to
Marjorie Nesin, Public Relations Manager for Fresenius.

During that period, Nesin said, the clinic may see commercial patients but is
required to wait for the CMS visit and certification before seeing Medicare
patients.
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DIALYSIS EQUIPMENT (LPR photo) Equipment and furniture is in place for treating patients at the
Fresenius Kidney Care Dialysis Center in Lamesa.
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“We hope to have the CMS certification very soon, at which time we’ll be able to
see any patients,” Nesin said.

According to a press release on the Fresenius website, when Congress passed
the Dialysis Access Improvement Act of 2017 in February, it included provisions
that will reduce a backlog of clinics waiting for CMS accreditation.

“We have seen an increasing backlog of certifications that is simply not
sustainable,” said Cameron Lynch, Senior Vice President of Government Affairs
for Fresenius.

Some states, including Hawaii, Kansas and Texas, have been waiting years for
clinics to be approved because there are simply not enough inspectors to do the
job.

“Clinics would be built and then wait a year or two before they were surveyed.
They just sat there empty. Patients couldn’t go there, and employees couldn’t
work there,” Lynch said. “This became a top priority to ease this burden.”

Fresenius claims the new legislation levels the playing field and allows dialysis
providers to cut through regulatory red tape in the best interest of patients.

At the same time, CMS is pushing forward with its own plan to address the
backlog with priority surveys, identifying dozens of clinics across the country that
have waited more than a year.

The clinic in Lamesa can treat a maximum of 72 patients and may reduce the
need for patients to travel out of town to receive dialysis care.
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